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Kalat State (Baluchistan). This site, some twenty years before, had
yielded a unique type of polychrome pottery.20 This Nal pottery,
in point of shape, design and technique, had no parallel amongst the
ceramic remains of the historic period. It was therefore desirable to
ascertain its date; and, as it was of the painted class, to determine
its relationship to the coloured fabrics of Harappa and Mohenjo-
Daro. No definite solution has yet been found, but the work of
Hargreaves at Nal21 has proved conclusively the ' chalcolithic'
character of the pottery and other remains (burials, etc.) with which
it was associated.

Nal has yielded two kinds of burial, both ascribed to the same
age. One is complete burial, the human body unaccompanied by
pottery or other sepulchral furniture. The other,' fractional burial/
that is to say, human remains were buried with vessels supposed
to have contained food and drink for the use of the dead. The
polychrome pottery of Nal has a paje dark buff, or straw colour, or
greenish appearance, with designs in brown, sepia or black, filled in
after firing with blue, green, red, yellow or white. Some patterns
have analogies in Susa I pottery and other western fabrics, from
which it may be concluded that this pottery was an intrusive
element in Baluchistan.

During 1926-27 and 1927-28 a survey of Baluchistan was carried
out by Sir Aurel Stein. In course of this he discovered a number
of * chalcolithic' sites, showing the diffusion of the civilization all
over the region in the fourth and third millennia.22 Already, dur-
ing his third Central Asian expedition in 1916 [see Chapter III (d)]9
Sir Aurel had collected prehistoric materials from sites in the desert
delta of Seistan.23 In 1927 he journeyed along the Waziristan
border, in the Zhob valley, in the Loralai district, and in Quetta-
Pishin. Among the more important sites discovered and explored
were Dabar Kot, Sur-Jangal, Spina-Ghundai, Periano-Ghundai,